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PROLOGUE

Florida keeps her secrets
Before the legend, there was a passage.

Stand at the edge of Florida long enough and the water starts making suggestions. Follow that
dark line beyond the breakers. Look beneath the bright shallows. Ask what passed this way
before the hotels, the bridges, and the names on the roadside signs.

The sea has had centuries to work on its answer.

Out beyond the sand lies the setting for a history of silver, ambition, hard crossings, and
spectacularly bad luck. Ships left port carrying wealth that mattered to merchants and
monarchs. Some completed their voyages. Others became part of Florida in a way their owners
had never intended.

This book follows the passage between those two outcomes. We begin with the silver roads,
gather at Havana, and move toward the Keys and the water between Florida and the Bahamas.
Three old charts help us see the coast through another set of eyes. The fleet disasters of 1622,
1715, and 1733 remind us what was at stake.

Florida Man Mint lives where coastal history meets the collector's imagination. A map can pull
you toward a place. A piece of silver can make you want to know its story. Put the two
together and an ordinary stretch of shoreline acquires a little more depth.

The history here comes from the sources listed at the back. The invitation is ours: slow down,
open the book, and take a good look at the water. There is plenty to discover without drawing
a false cross on a genuine old chart.

Some Florida stories travel fast. This one has been coming ashore for centuries.
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CHAPTER I /  THE SILVER ROADS

The silver had a destination
CHAPTER I / THE SILVER ROADS

Before the wreck, there was a business plan.

Spain's treasure fleets carried the work of an empire across the ocean. Merchant ships moved
goods between Spain and its American colonies, with armed vessels helping protect the trade.
On the return crossing, precious metals traveled with other cargo. The ships had schedules,
destinations, and people expecting what was aboard. [4]

The word treasure gives the story its shine. The word cargo gives it weight. Gold and silver had
to move through a chain of places and people before they could reach the far side of the
Atlantic. The sea was a long, expensive part of that chain.

A fleet was more than a row of handsome sails on the horizon. It was a way of concentrating
protection around valuable trade. Carrying capacity, coordination, and defense belonged to
the same undertaking. The National Park Service describes a system that developed as attacks
threatened the riches being shipped home. [4]

Look at a chart with that in mind and its quiet details start earning their place. A harbor can
gather ships. A passage can funnel them into a difficult stretch of water. A coast can offer
recognizable land while putting hard ground uncomfortably close to a hull.

Florida occupied an extraordinary position beside the homeward sea road. The peninsula
reaches south toward Cuba, the Keys extend into the water, and the Bahamas stand across the
passage. Geography brought the ships into the neighborhood. Weather decided how welcome
they would feel.

We tend to remember the voyages that ended dramatically. Most of the people aboard would
have preferred a dull arrival. That is the first thing worth carrying into this book: every
celebrated wreck began as a crossing somebody wanted to finish.
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CHAPTER I /  THE SILVER ROADS

There was a world inside the silver
The beauty deserves a closer look.

A piece of silver can feel complete in the hand. Its history rarely is.

The famous piece of eight was a coin valued at eight reales. Long before it acquired a place in
pirate stories, its metal passed through mining, refining, and minting. Alejandra Irigoin and
Bridget Millmore describe the labor behind Spanish American silver, including Indigenous
workers and enslaved Africans, and the human and environmental costs of production. [5]

Those origins belong with the shine. The sea did not wash them away. A collector can admire
the workmanship while keeping the harder history in view; the object becomes more
meaningful when we allow it its full weight.

Hand-struck coins known as cobs often carry irregular outlines and incomplete impressions.
Their marks may preserve clues to a mint, an assayer, a denomination, or a monarch. [5] A
fragment of a letter can matter. A faint detail can send you back to the reference shelf. The
small things are doing a great deal of work.

There is pleasure in that kind of looking. The eye begins with the whole object, then returns to
an edge, a symbol, a partial date. What seemed rough at first may become the very feature that
makes the piece interesting.

The questions deserve to stay separate. Where was it made? When? What is it? How did it
arrive here? An old coin can answer some of those questions and leave others open. Its age
alone cannot supply the name of a ship.

Good collecting gives an object room to tell the story it actually has. Save the record. Keep the
attribution. Let an uncertainty remain an uncertainty until better evidence arrives. Silver has
enough character without someone polishing an invented history onto it.
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CHAPTER II /  HAVANA

All roads led to the harbor
CHAPTER II / HAVANA

Before the long crossing, the ships gathered at Havana. The Library of Congress describes
merchant vessels joining their armed escorts there for the return to Spain. It also preserves a
1777 pilot atlas that includes directions from Veracruz through the Florida Straits toward
Cadiz. [6]

For a book about Florida, that is a good reason to begin by looking across the water. The
homeward voyage did not appear suddenly off the beach. It arrived from somewhere, carrying
the decisions and delays of the journey already behind it.

Havana gives the story a point of assembly. Separate movements become a shared departure.
The next stretch of sea becomes a problem for a company of ships. On a modern map the
distance to Florida can look invitingly small. Scale has a way of flattering a voyage from the
safety of a chair.

Open the Cuba chart and follow the island's long shape. Then let your eye move north, away
from the land that first commands the page. The Keys and banks bring another shore into the
picture. Suddenly Florida feels less like the end of a continent and more like one side of a
crowded maritime neighborhood.

The harbor matters because it restores intention. These ships were preparing to arrive
somewhere else. Their cargoes had owners. Their passage had a purpose. A wreck account
begins to feel different once we have spent a moment before the disaster, at the point where the
journey still had a future.

Keep Havana in mind as the book moves north. It will appear again in the accounts of rescue
and salvage, as well as departure. The water between Cuba and Florida carried more than a
single movement in one direction. The story kept crossing it.



F L O R I D A  M A N  M I N T Historical Editions

FLORIDA’S TREASURE ROUTES 08

CHAPTER II /  HAVANA

Read the coast. Keep the ship.
A pilot’s knowledge lived in the details.

A beautiful chart could command attention. A useful direction could help keep a vessel out of
trouble.

The 1777 pilot atlas in the Library of Congress includes currents, distances, landmarks, coastal
elevations, and harbor plans. The institution identifies the manuscript as a guide used by
Spanish treasure fleets. Among its images are profiles of northern Cuba's coast. [6]

Think about the difference between an island seen from above and land seen from a deck. The
first view gives you an outline. The second gives you a horizon. A low stretch of shore may not
announce itself with the confidence of its engraved name. A headland has to be recognized
from the angle at which you meet it.

A coastal profile helps bridge those views. The shape of the land becomes something to
compare with what lies ahead. Written directions can add another layer. Together, these forms
of knowledge make a journey more legible, even though none can promise the weather will
cooperate.

This is one of the pleasures of old navigational material: the decorative beauty and the practical
purpose sit close together. A page that now seems suited to a collector's cabinet once belonged
to a world of approaches, distances, and decisions.

The pilot atlas is discussed here rather than reproduced. Its contents provide a useful way to
approach the printed charts that follow. When a coastline catches your eye, look again for the
information around it. The small marks are part of the attraction.

Florida Man Mint is fond of a grand legend. There is also something worth admiring in the
quieter work behind one: somebody paying attention to the shape of a coast, recording what
mattered, and leaving knowledge for the next crossing.



F L O R I D A  M A N  M I N T Historical Editions

FLORIDA’S TREASURE ROUTES 09

PLATE I /  CUBA & ADJACENT WATERS

The island across the water
A historical chart, not a modern treasure-location map

Thomas Jefferys, The Island of Cuba with part of the Bahama Banks & the Martyrs. The sheet bears a 1775 date;
the cataloged atlas issue is 1788. David Rumsey Map Collection, 4723.013. [2]

The reproduction keeps the chart's original linework and lettering. Cuba dominates the sheet, while the waters
and islands to its north place it within a wider navigational setting. This is a later geographical chart, not an
illustration of a particular fleet disaster.

Read the northern margin as carefully as the island itself. It is there that the relationship between Cuba, the Keys,
and surrounding banks becomes part of the story.

TAP THE MAP TO EXPLORE A LARGE VIEW + DETAILS  >
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MAP READING /  PLATE I

Cuba had company
READING PLATE I / LOOK NORTH

Cuba takes the stage first. Its long body stretches across the sheet, and the eye follows it almost
automatically. Give the island a moment. Then look above it.

The northern edge of the chart carries the connection to our story. Islands, banks, and open
water place Cuba in company with the Keys and their surroundings. A Florida reader may be
used to approaching this region from the mainland. This sheet offers the pleasure of coming at
it from the other side.

Notice the change. The Keys become neighbors across the passage. Water that might have
seemed like the edge of one map becomes the center of another. Geography has not moved,
but your attention has.

Now consider the title: The Island of Cuba with part of the Bahama Banks & the Martyrs. The
old wording belongs to the sheet, while the catalog identifies coverage including the southern
Florida Keys and Dry Tortugas. [2] A historical map brings its own vocabulary to the table.
Reading that vocabulary is part of entering its world.

The lines need the same attention. Some form directional networks. Other marks carry other
kinds of information. Let the labels and context guide you before deciding that a line is a ship's
track. An impressive web is still a web; it does not become a fleet itinerary because the book has
treasure on its cover.

There is one more detail worth keeping: the date. This is a later chart of the region, used here to
help us see its geography. The storms in the chapters ahead happened earlier. The sheet gives
them a setting without pretending to have witnessed them.

That is plenty of work for one beautiful piece of paper.
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CHAPTER III /  THE FLORIDA PASSAGE

Even the road was moving
CHAPTER III / THE FLORIDA PASSAGE

A road on land generally has the decency to stay put. The road beside Florida had other
arrangements.

NOAA describes warm Caribbean water entering the Gulf, turning through the Florida Strait, and
moving north within the system associated with the Gulf Stream. Off eastern Florida, the more
precise name is the Florida Current. [7] Water was moving through the passage long before any
captain gave an order.

The Florida Museum describes homeward Spanish ships using this current system, while
hurricanes, shallows, and shifting sands complicated the crossing. [8] That combination is the key:
a passage could help carry a ship toward its destination and still offer very little forgiveness when
conditions turned.

On the page, Florida and the Bahamas hold their places on opposite sides of the water. The banks
are marked. The lines remain steady. A reader can inspect the entire arrangement at leisure, with a
finger resting safely on the margin.

The calm belongs to the paper.

Return to the practical scale of the crossing and the setting acquires force. There is water beneath
the vessel, weather above it, and land close enough to matter. An intended direction has to survive
all three. The next chart brings those relationships into view without requiring us to invent the
final maneuvers of a ship.

Follow the coast, then look away from it. Notice how much information has been placed in the sea.
The passage is a place in its own right, shaped by what surrounds it and what moves through it.

This is where Florida's treasure history gathers tension. The ships have left the harbor. The
homeward road is open. The same geography that draws the voyage forward can make a change in
the weather terribly consequential.
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PLATE II /  FLORIDA & THE BAHAMAS

The shape of the passage
Read the water as closely as the shore.

Thomas Jefferys, The Peninsula and Gulf of Florida or Channel of Bahama with the Bahama Islands. Sheet dated
1775; atlas issue cataloged 1788. David Rumsey Map Collection, 4723.010. [1]

Florida occupies one side of the chart and the Bahamas the other. Rhumb lines, soundings, and coastal
information give the water its own visual density. The border crop preserves the historical labels and marks within
the reproduced area.

This is the chart to return to when reading the fleet chapters. It explains a regional relationship. It does not mark
every wreck, identify modern access, or establish where treasure remains.

TAP THE MAP TO EXPLORE A LARGE VIEW + DETAILS  >
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MAP READING /  PLATE II

The small print could matter most
READING PLATE II / BENEATH THE SURFACE

The title gets the grand lettering. The depths get the small numbers. A sailor might have had a
strong opinion about which deserved more attention.

Soundings record measured water depths. NOAA explains that their units must be checked: a
fathom, for example, equals six feet. [9] A number without its unit is an invitation to
misunderstand the water beneath it.

On this old chart, begin by looking for the notes and scales. Let the sheet explain itself as far as
it can. If a mark remains too faint to read, leave it alone until a better image or reference makes
it clear. There is no prize for guessing an eighteenth-century abbreviation with
twenty-first-century confidence.

Then look at where the information gathers. A cluster of numbers near a shore can draw your
attention to a place you might otherwise pass over. A bank changes the meaning of nearby
water. The coastline begins to share the page with the shape of what lies beneath the surface.

The directional lines need their own reading. Rhumb-line networks provide structure across
the chart; they do not record a ship sailing every stroke. Look for the distinction between a
direction, an explicitly labeled route, and a feature of the sea floor. Each tells a different part of
the story.

Try a small discovery. Choose a single patch of the plate. Find one feature you recognize and
one mark you do not. The first gives you a foothold. The second gives you a reason to return.

This is how an old chart starts to reward its keeper. The broad view brings you in. The details
make you stay. Soon the sea is no longer the blank space around Florida. It is the part of the
page asking for the closest look.
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MAP READING /  PLATE II

Leave the false crosses to fiction
The real chart has enough character.

An old map can look as though it owes you a secret. The faded paper, the elaborate title, the
lines spilling across the water: everything seems ready for a finger to stop at one small mark.

That feeling is part of the pleasure. It is also a good moment to read the caption.

A route tells us about movement. A hazard tells us about a condition a vessel might encounter.
A wreck site belongs to a particular event and its remains. The three can share a stretch of
water, but one does not prove the other. A bank is not a buried chest with better camouflage.

The charts in this book retain their historical marks. There are no added crosses, no invented
fleet tracks, and no newly drawn clues masquerading as old ink. Their beauty can stand on its
own. Their information becomes more interesting when we take the time to understand it.

If you annotate a copy for your own study, keep your additions distinct. A modern note
should look like a modern note. That small courtesy lets the next reader see where the original
ends and your interpretation begins.

The same care makes a treasure story stronger. When a wreck account names an event, we can
follow its source. When a chart presents a coast, we can study the sheet. The two come
together through research, rather than through an arrow drawn where we would like the story
to go.

There is still mystery here. Plenty of it. An unfamiliar name, a faded phrase, or an uncertain
date can open a worthwhile line of inquiry. Mystery lasts longer when it is allowed to be a
question.

Give the genuine chart a fair chance. It has already survived long enough to deserve one.
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CHAPTER IV /  1622

Atocha: a name the sea kept
CHAPTER IV / 1622

Some ship names outlive the ships so completely that they begin to sound like the name of the
treasure itself. Atocha is one of them.

In September 1622, Nuestra Señora de Atocha was lost in a hurricane in the Florida Keys. The
Florida Museum places Atocha and Santa Margarita in the Tierra Firme convoy returning
from Havana with cargo from South America. [8] Before the name belonged to a famous
wreck, it belonged to a ship making a crossing.

That is worth remembering. A celebrated discovery can make the ending seem like the purpose
of the voyage. For the people aboard, the purpose lay ahead. The sea interrupted it.

The Library of Congress displays recovered Atocha objects including silver tableware and gold
bullion. [6] The range is striking. A spoon and a piece of bullion ask different questions. One
may draw the imagination toward a table, the other toward the movement of wealth. Both
need their documentation to tell us more than their material alone can say.

This is where the treasure story becomes wonderfully specific. A general idea of riches gives
way to an actual object with a shape, a use, and a place in the record. The past gets smaller in
the hand and larger in the mind.

Look back at Cuba's chart after reading the wreck account. It was made later, but the regional
relationship helps locate the story: Havana, the waters to the north, the Keys, and the passage
beyond. The map cannot show us the storm. It can help us understand the neighborhood in
which the voyage failed.

Atocha's name carries the glamour of recovered wealth. Underneath it lies the more human
fact of an unfinished journey. Keep both with you. The silver shines more honestly when the
crossing is remembered too.
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CHAPTER V /  1715

Florida ignored the itinerary
CHAPTER V / JULY 31, 1715

The fleet was going home. Florida was on the way.

On July 31, 1715, a hurricane struck the Spanish treasure fleet off the Atlantic coast. NOAA's
account describes eleven Spanish ships lost or foundered, while the French Grifon escaped. The
convoy carried the results of a long commercial undertaking into a passage where wealth could
do very little about the weather. [10, 4]

Return to the Florida chart for a moment. The shore runs down one side. The Bahamas and
their banks lie across the water. On paper, the arrangement seems orderly enough to trace with a
finger. The storm took place in that geography, but it did not observe the calm of the engraving.

This is the point where the familiar treasure story usually accelerates: wind, breaking ships, silver
going down. The drama needs no help from invented dialogue. A documented fleet disaster is
already larger than the language we reach for to decorate it.

What matters is the reversal. A passage intended to carry cargo home became a place of loss. The
destination receded. Survival became the immediate concern. Objects intended for distant
owners entered a very different history beside the Florida shore.

Institutional accounts agree on the catastrophe while differing on some particulars, including
the precise late-July departure date from Havana. The notes at the back preserve that difference.
Here, the firm anchor is the storm of July 31 and the change it brought to the voyage.

Imagine looking at the chart again after learning the date. The same stretch of water now has an
event attached to it. The marks have not changed, but your reading has.

That is one of history's quiet powers. It can make a familiar coast feel deeper without adding a
single line to the map.



F L O R I D A  M A N  M I N T Historical Editions

FLORIDA’S TREASURE ROUTES 17

CHAPTER V /  1715

The shore became the next chapter
Survival had its own measure of value.

After a shipwreck, the most valuable thing nearby may be something that floats. Or something
that can be eaten. Treasure has a way of changing its priorities when the voyage is over and help
has not arrived.

The Florida Museum describes the grounded Urca de Lima as a source of supplies for survivors of
the 1715 disaster. [8] The vessel's role had changed. What remained of a commercial crossing
could now help sustain people ashore.

It is an extraordinary shift to hold beside the image of sunken silver. The cargo that attracts our
attention centuries later was not the only thing that mattered. The immediate aftermath belonged
to the living: shelter, supplies, communication, and rescue.

NOAA's account describes rescue and salvage after the wrecking and the raid by Henry Jennings
on Spanish salvage camps. [10] The catastrophe had created another contest around the cargo,
bringing the story from sea to shore and drawing new people toward what could be recovered.

Florida State Parks connects the site of the McLarty Treasure Museum with the camp associated
with the 1715 survivors and salvagers. [11] The beach belongs in the record alongside the wrecks.
A voyage can leave its evidence above the tide line as well as below it.

Think of the shore as a place where the story changes hands. The people aboard become
survivors. A ship becomes a source of material. A cargo becomes the subject of recovery,
protection, and dispute. The event keeps unfolding long after the first loss.

This is why an object needs its history. A coin can be beautiful on its own. With a documented
place in that sequence, it can draw us toward the voyage, the disaster, and the struggle that
followed.

The sea had ended the crossing. It had not finished the story.
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CHAPTER VI /  1733

The Keys kept another fleet
CHAPTER VI / 1733

Eighteen years after the 1715 disaster, another homeward fleet left Havana. The date was July
13, 1733. Ahead lay the Florida passage and the Atlantic crossing beyond. [12]

The weather deteriorated. Florida's Division of Historical Resources describes an attempt to
turn back, followed by ships scattered, sunk, or swamped along the Keys by the night of July
15. [12] The route home had become a struggle to get back to the place the fleet had just left.

From the comfort of a chart, turning around looks easy. Draw the arrow the other way. Close
the distance. Return to harbor. A vessel at sea has to carry out the maneuver in the conditions
that exist, with the water and wind already at work around it.

That difference gives the account its force. An order could name the desired outcome. It could
not make the weather provide it.

Read the 1733 disaster beside 1715 without letting the dates blur. The setting connects them,
but the fleets, records, and aftermaths have their own identities. Florida's maritime history is
crowded enough without making one wreck stand in for another.

The 1733 story also challenges the image of a treasure cargo lying untouched until a modern
discovery. Rescue and recovery followed the loss. The wreck sites began acquiring another
history almost immediately.

The next page follows that work. Its pace is different from the storm's, but its importance is
just as real. What was recovered, what remained, and what was recorded would shape
everything later readers could say about the sites.

A hurricane can break a voyage in a night. Understanding what it left behind can occupy
generations.
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CHAPTER VI /  1733

The treasure did not wait politely
Salvage, surviving records, and the life after a wreck

The first people to pursue a wreck's cargo were not necessarily separated from it by centuries.
Sometimes the loss was recent enough for the survivors to be part of the same unfolding story.

Florida's account of the 1733 fleet describes rescue ships carrying supplies, divers, and salvage
equipment. Recovery continued for years. Some vessels were burned down to improve access to
cargo and help conceal the wrecks from opportunists. [12] The romantic image of an untouched
hold is only one possible wreck story, and here it is an incomplete one.

San Pedro provides a particular example. Florida State Parks describes the salvage of much of its
cargo and its movement to a nearby camp. [13] A site could lose valuable contents and still retain
enormous historical interest.

That is where a collector's curiosity can widen. Once the question moves beyond how much silver
remained, other things become visible: the vessel, the recovery effort, the records, and the
relationship among what survives.

The documents are not always perfectly cooperative. The state's account notes uncertainty about
the identity and location of some wrecks because the surviving sources differ. [12] Centuries of
retelling do not automatically settle a disagreement. Sometimes they make it easier to overlook.

Today the National Park Service identifies San Pedro and Urca de Lima as Florida Underwater
Archaeological Preserves. [4] Two fleet disasters remain part of a living effort to understand and
preserve maritime history.

There is a satisfying lesson in that. A wreck does not have to yield a king's ransom to be worth our
attention. A carefully documented detail can carry a story farther than an unsupported fortune
ever will.

Florida has supplied the drama. The patient work is learning what to make of it.
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CHAPTER VII /  THE ATLANTIC

The Atlantic had other ideas about up
CHAPTER VII / THE WIDER SEA

Turn to the next chart and give yourself a moment. North is on the right.

Joannes van Keulen's Paskaert, cataloged at approximately 1680, presents the Atlantic in an
arrangement that can catch a modern reader off guard. [3] Your first useful discovery may be
how confidently you expected the top of the page to tell you where to go.

The chart has not lost its bearings. The reader needs to find them.

Once the orientation becomes clear, the ocean starts to take shape between recognizable
shores. The effect is more than a novelty. It asks for active attention, the same kind the smaller
charts rewarded with their unfamiliar names and crowded patches of water.

At this scale, Florida becomes one part of a larger maritime world. The passage that filled our
attention now connects to an ocean. The homeward crossing stretches beyond the
neighborhood of Cuba, the Keys, and the Bahamas.

That change of scale belongs to the treasure story. A coin asks you to look closely. A harbor
asks you to see a gathering place. A fleet asks you to follow a movement. The Atlantic asks you
to step back far enough to understand the size of the undertaking.

The van Keulen plate is here for that broader view. It is not a log of a named fleet's course. Its
value is the way it lets the reader place the Florida story within a larger frame while
encountering a genuine old chart on its own terms.

There is an agreeable little lesson in the experience. Even after several chapters of history, a
beautiful sheet of paper can still make you stop, turn your head, and reconsider something you
thought was obvious.

That is a respectable trick for an old map.
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PLATE III /  AN ATLANTIC VIEW

An ocean on one sheet
North is to the right.

Joannes van Keulen, Paskaert (Atlantic Ocean), circa 1680; the date is approximate in the catalog. David Rumsey
Map Collection, 12203.017. North is to the right. [3]

The reproduction preserves that orientation. The Atlantic is framed by coasts, islands, directional lines, and an
elaborate title cartouche. Its visual order differs from a modern north-up map, so the compass comes before the
coastline.

Included for Atlantic navigational context, this chart is not presented as a record of a named treasure fleet's
course. Its original lettering has not been replaced by modern text or reconstructed with generated marks.

TAP THE MAP TO EXPLORE A LARGE VIEW + DETAILS  >
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MAP READING /  PLATE III

A whole ocean, and room for wonder
READING PLATE III / FIND YOUR BEARINGS

Find north first. Then find a coast you recognize. Give the chart that much patience and the
rest of the page begins to settle.

The Atlantic occupies a great deal of paper, yet the water is far from empty. Lines organize its
surface. Islands interrupt it. Shores give it edges. The drawing offers a way to think across
distance, while the distance itself remains formidable.

Now let your eye reach the cartouche. The elaborate frame is part of the pleasure, but the title
and attribution deserve their share of attention. An old chart can dress well and still have
useful things to say.

Notice how the scale changes what matters. A harbor that would dominate a local plan is small
here. A coast becomes part of a continental outline. The Florida passage slips into a much
broader relationship. The story grows without losing its point of departure.

Keep the approximate date with the object. The catalog's circa matters. It is a small word doing
honest work, leaving an estimate as an estimate. A collector should be able to appreciate a map
without demanding that every part of its description arrive with a false precision.

Finally, move back through the book. Compare this plate with Cuba and Florida. The three
views offer three ways into the same region: island, passage, and ocean. No single sheet has to
carry the entire story.

That movement between scales is part of the reward. You can begin with a particular place and
follow its connections outward, then return to the place with a better sense of what once
moved past it.

The old ink is still doing its job. It has taken you somewhere.
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CHAPTER VIII /  SILVER & STORY

Some legends deserve to be held
CHAPTER VIII / SILVER & STORY

A good object gives curiosity something to hold on to.

It might be an old coin with a stubbornly incomplete date. It might be a chart whose coastline
feels familiar until you read the names. It might be a newly made collectible that brings a
favorite place or story into the hand.

Florida Man Mint works in that last tradition: making modern objects for people who want a
little more Florida in the things they keep. The coast supplies the imagination. History gives it
depth. The finished piece begins a new story with its collector.

That relationship works best when the identities stay clear. An ancient object has its own
record. A reproduction gives access to an older image. A modern coin belongs to the present,
even when its design looks back across centuries of maritime legend.

The same is true of this book. The chart plates reproduce historical material. The words
around them are newly written. The illustrated cover is a modern, imaginative scene, chosen to
open the door to the world inside. The ship on that cover does not claim to be a recovered
portrait of a particular vessel's final hour.

There is no need to invent an old pedigree for a new object. A collector may keep it because it
reminds them of home, because it begins a conversation, or because the design simply refuses
to leave their imagination. Those are real reasons, with no salvage certificate required.

The finest connection between history and a collectible is often the question it leaves behind.
Where was that passage? What did the chart show? Why did the fleet gather at Havana? The
object has done something worthwhile if it sends its keeper back to the story.

Hold the silver. Open the book. Let the coast get a little closer.
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CHAPTER VIII /  SILVER & STORY

Keep the story with the treasure
A collector’s habit worth acquiring

Buying something can take a minute. Learning to see it may take years. That is part of the
bargain collectors make with the things they love.

At first, the whole object gets your attention. Later, a detail takes over: a tiny mark, an
unfamiliar name, the edge of an impression. You look again. A question appears. Before long,
the object has acquired a place among the other things you know and the things you want to
learn.

Keep a record as you go. Save the source of an image. Retain the description that came with a
piece. Make a note of an attribution and the evidence behind it. Your future self will
appreciate the courtesy, and the next keeper may appreciate it even more.

The habit does not take the romance out of collecting. It gives the romance something solid to
stand on. The pleasure remains; the story becomes easier to carry forward.

Florida offers plenty of starting points. A familiar beach can acquire another layer when you
learn what happened along that coast. A drive through the Keys can feel different after you
have spent time with a chart of Cuba. A piece of silver can lead from a display shelf to a
question about a whole ocean.

There is no examination at the end of this book. You do not have to remember every date to
leave with something valuable. Perhaps you will remember that north can sit on the right side
of a chart. Perhaps Havana will take a more prominent place on your mental map. Perhaps the
next coin you examine will get a longer look.

That is enough to begin. The best collections are often built around a growing appetite for the
story.

Florida has never been short of stories worth keeping.
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EPILOGUE

The tide is still turning
EPILOGUE / MYTH. MAYHEM. TREASURE.

Close the book and Florida returns to its familiar outline. The peninsula reaches south. The
Keys stretch into the water. The Atlantic waits beyond the beach.

But there is a little more on the map now, even when the map is only in your mind. Havana
stands across the passage. The banks have names. The fleet years have their own places in the
story. The ocean is full of connections that were easy to overlook before.

We began with the promise of silver and followed it toward something larger: the work behind
a coin, the purpose behind a voyage, the harbor before departure, the shore after disaster. Each
gave the next part of the story its weight.

The charts survived to show us something of how the world was recorded. The wreck
accounts survived to tell us what went wrong. Objects and documents carry different pieces of
the past, and the work of bringing them together continues.

Enough is known to fill a book. Enough remains uncertain to make another look worthwhile.

That is a fine place for a collector to stand: curious, attentive, and willing to let the real history
be as strange as it is. A coast does not need an invented secret to hold your interest. A beautiful
object does not need an exaggerated claim to deserve a place on your shelf.

Florida Man Mint keeps returning to the same invitation. Find the story. Give it your
attention. Keep something that makes you want to tell it again.

The ships in these pages set out with destinations. Their stories reached shores they could not
have imagined. Centuries later, a map, a coin, or a book can bring a small part of that world
within reach.

The tide is still turning. There is always another way to look at the water.
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REFERENCE /  A SHORT CHRONOLOGY

Dates to carry with you
Keep the date of the event separate from the date of the object.

1622 / Atocha and Santa Margarita. A hurricane wrecked ships of the Tierra Firme convoy in
the Florida Keys. The loss belongs to the homeward passage from Havana. [8]

Circa 1680 / The Atlantic chart. The catalog dates the van Keulen atlas approximately to this
period. Plate III preserves the chart's orientation with north to the right. This is a map date,
not a wreck date. [3]

1715 / The Atlantic-coast disaster. A hurricane struck the homeward fleet on July 31.
Institutional summaries differ on the precise late-July departure date from Havana. The source
notes preserve that disagreement. [4, 10]

1733 / The Keys disaster. The fleet left Havana on July 13; the hurricane and wrecking
followed over the next two days. Accounts differ on some vessel totals and individual
outcomes. [12]

1775 / Dates on the Jefferys sheets. The Florida and Cuba charts reproduced here carry this
date. Their cataloged atlas issue is 1788. A sheet date and an atlas publication date can describe
different aspects of the same surviving object. [1, 2]

1777 / The manuscript pilot atlas. The Library of Congress identifies this guide as used by
Spanish treasure fleets. It is discussed in Chapter II but is not reproduced in this edition. [6]

1788 / The Jefferys atlas issue. This is the issue associated with the two reproduced sheets in
the selected catalog records. Those sheets provide later geographical context for earlier fleet
disasters. [1, 2]

Read these dates as a framework, not a complete history of Florida or the Spanish maritime
world. Events and surviving objects share this chronology because the book brings them into
conversation; they do not all describe the same voyage.
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REFERENCE /  GLOSSARY

The language of the passage
A compact companion to the maps and chapters

Atlas. A collection of maps or charts. The date attached to an atlas issue may differ from a date
printed on one of its sheets.

Bank. An elevated area of the sea floor, often relatively shallow. A bank on a chart is a
geographical feature, not evidence of a wreck or cache.

Cartouche. An ornamental panel that may contain a map's title, attribution, or other
information. Read the words as well as admiring the engraving.

Chart. A map made to convey navigational information about water and its surroundings.
Historical charts in this book are study objects, not current navigational tools.

Circa. Approximately. In a date such as circa 1680, the qualification is part of the information
and should be retained.

Cob. A term used for hand-struck Spanish colonial coinage, often irregular in outline or
impression. An irregular appearance does not by itself establish a shipwreck origin. [5]

Convoy. A group of ships traveling together. In the treasure-fleet context, merchant vessels
traveled with armed protection. [4]

Fathom. A unit equal to six feet. Check a chart's stated units before interpreting a depth
figure. [9]

Flota. Spanish for fleet; the term appears in accounts of the Spanish convoy system. Its use in a
source should be read in that source's particular context.
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REFERENCE /  GLOSSARY

Words worth keeping distinct
Useful distinctions make a stronger story.

Piece of eight. A silver coin valued at eight reales. The term identifies a denomination, not
automatically a pirate possession or shipwreck find. [5]

Pilot guide. A navigational work containing practical directions and descriptions. The 1777
example discussed here combines several kinds of coastal and maritime information. [6]

Provenance. The documented history of an object's origin and subsequent ownership or
custody. A compelling story is not a substitute for a record.

Reproduction. A new presentation of an existing image or object. The map plates in this
edition are reproductions, not original eighteenth- or seventeenth-century sheets.

Rhumb line. A line associated with a constant compass direction. The directional networks
on older charts should not be mistaken for a record of every vessel's movements.

Salvage. Recovery of a vessel, cargo, or other material after a maritime casualty. Historical
salvage may change what remains at a wreck site.

Sounding. A measurement of water depth. On a chart, a number must be interpreted with its
units and surrounding information. [9]

Strait. A relatively narrow body of water connecting larger waters and lying between land
areas. The Florida Straits belong to the geographical setting of this book.

Wreck attribution. A claim that an object or site belongs to a particular lost vessel. It requires
supporting evidence beyond a general resemblance or an old date.

These definitions are reading aids. They are intended to help distinguish objects, marks, and
claims encountered in the book, rather than replace a specialist nautical or numismatic
reference.
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SOURCE NOTES /  I

The maps and the metal
Numbered references correspond to the text.

[1] Florida and the Bahamas
Thomas Jefferys. The Peninsula and Gulf of Florida or Channel of Bahama with the Bahama Islands. Sheet
dated 1775; atlas issue 1788. David Rumsey Map Collection, 4723.010. Plate II and associated
commentary.
Open institutional source

[2] Cuba and adjacent waters
Thomas Jefferys. The Island of Cuba with part of the Bahama Banks & the Martyrs. Sheet dated 1775; atlas
issue 1788. David Rumsey Map Collection, 4723.013. Plate I and associated commentary.
Open institutional source

[3] The Atlantic chart
Joannes van Keulen. Paskaert (Atlantic Ocean). Circa 1680, approximate catalog dating. David Rumsey
Map Collection, 12203.017. Plate III, with north to the right. Catalog details retained from the existing
research edition.
Open institutional source

[4] The fleet system and two disasters
National Park Service. The Spanish Treasure Fleets of 1715 and 1733: Disasters Strike at Sea. Teaching with
Historic Places, full lesson, first published 2006. Institutional historical synthesis; especially the fleet-system
and disaster readings.
Open institutional source

[5] Silver and its production
Alejandra Irigoin and Bridget Millmore. Piece of Eight. In New World Objects of Knowledge, University of
London Press. Used for denomination, manufacture, marks, and the human and environmental costs of
silver production.
Open institutional source

https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~2793~310042
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~2796~310045
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~288309~90059532
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/upload/Twhp-Lessons_Spanish-Treasure-Shipwrecks2006.pdf
https://read.uolpress.co.uk/read/new-world-objects-of-knowledge/section/bd351f1b-cd71-4e29-9e37-a5aa800810eb
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SOURCE NOTES /  II

The passage and its records
Original commentary accompanies institutional historical sources.

[6] Havana, navigation, and Atocha objects
Library of Congress. Exploring the Early Americas: Competition for Empire. Sections Sailing Directions,
Map Depicting Treasure Fleets, and Items from a Spanish Treasure Ship. The 1777 manuscript is discussed,
not reproduced.
Open institutional source

[7] The moving water
NOAA National Ocean Service, What is the Loop Current?; National Weather Service Melbourne, Gulf
Stream Page. Used for the current system and the distinction between the Florida Current and Gulf Stream
terminology.
Open institutional source

[8] Florida shipwreck context
Florida Museum of Natural History. Down Like Lead. Online exhibit; especially Perils of the Florida
Passage, Atocha & Santa Margarita, and Urca de Lima. Modern dollar valuations in that exhibit are not
repeated here.
Open institutional source

[9] Depth information
NOAA National Ocean Service. What do the numbers mean on a nautical chart? Used for soundings and
fathoms. Modern symbol explanations are not treated as a universal key to every historical mark.
Open institutional source

[10] The 1715 hurricane
NOAA Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory. 300th Anniversary of Spanish Silver
Fleet’s fatal encounter with a hurricane. July 31, 2015. Used for the disaster date, aftermath, and Jennings
raid.
Open institutional source

https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/exploring-the-early-americas/competition-for-empire.html
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/loopcurrent.html
https://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/exhibits/online/shipwrecks/
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/sounding.html
https://www.aoml.noaa.gov/hurricane_blog/300th-anniversary-of-spanish-silver-fleets-fatal-encounter-with-a-hurricane/
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SOURCE NOTES /  III

The shore and the aftermath
Details that remain uncertain are part of the record.

[11] The survivors’ shore
Florida State Parks. History and Culture of Sebastian Inlet. Used for the association of the McLarty
Treasure Museum site with the 1715 camp. No opening hours, admissions, or access promises are made.
Open institutional source

[12] The 1733 fleet and salvage
Florida Division of Historical Resources, Bureau of Archaeological Research. 1733 Spanish Galleon Trail:
Fleet of 1733. Used for departure, storm sequence, rescue, salvage, and documentary uncertainty.
Open institutional source

[13] San Pedro
Florida State Parks. History of the San Pedro. Used for the vessel’s cargo recovery and nearby salvage camp.
Institutional search record checked; direct page retrieval was unavailable during this editorial pass.
Open institutional source

Additional current terminology. NOAA National Weather Service Melbourne, Gulf Stream Page:
weather.gov/mlb/gulfstream.

A note on differing accounts. Sources [4] and [10] give different departure dates for the 1715 fleet. The
book identifies the discrepancy instead of choosing without further evidence. Sources [4], [8], [12], and
[13] vary in the way they summarize the 1733 fleet's composition and outcomes. This edition avoids a
reconciled ship total that the research does not establish.

Editorial method. Historical assertions are supported by numbered notes. Observations about how to look
at a map and reflections on collecting are the book's original commentary. No invented dialogue, personal
founders' memories, translated archival passages, or purported eyewitness scenes are included.

https://www.floridastateparks.org/learn/history-and-culture-sebastian-inlet
https://info.flheritage.com/galleon-trail/fleetOf1733.cfm
https://www.floridastateparks.org/learn/history-san-pedro
https://www.weather.gov/mlb/gulfstream
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EDITION & IMAGE NOTES

About this edition
The story is complete; manufacturing specifications remain separate.

Florida's Treasure Routes
Historic Maps, Spanish Silver & the Florida Passage
A Florida Man Mint historical edition
Complete manuscript / editorial proof / October 2026

This short illustrated book contains the complete narrative, three historical map plates, reading
commentary, chronology, glossary, and source notes. It develops the earlier ten-page design sample into a
continuous book. The founding family's personal letter is not a missing chapter: this edition uses an
editorial prologue and does not attribute unapproved personal statements to Shane or Caiden Jennings.

Image credit. David Rumsey Map Collection, David Rumsey Map Center, Stanford University Libraries.
The three archival images are retained from the earlier research edition. Original map lettering and
orientation are preserved; the Florida and Cuba plates retain the existing border crops. The illustrated front
cover is the previously selected modern AI-generated artwork, not an archival scene.

Reproduction status. The complete writing is ready for editorial review. This PDF is not a press-ready
manufacturing file. The Florida and Cuba plate images are review-resolution derivatives, and the cover
artwork needs a final-size print-quality check. No invented detail or AI reconstruction has been substituted
for unreadable map lettering.

Publication permissions. The collection's current permissions page permits images in commercial and
noncommercial publications, subject to its conditions. The inherited files were obtained through archive
records with different metadata. Item-level download eligibility and applicable image terms remain to be
confirmed before sale. See the collection's permissions page.

Before printing. Replace the two review plates with suitable master-derived images, complete the
item-level reuse check, and prepare the printer's cover template after paper and binding are selected.
Approve a physical proof before ordering inventory. Historical charts are not for navigation. No purchase,
publication, or print order is represented by this edition.

https://www.davidrumsey.com/about/copyright-and-permissions
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Cuba & adjacent waters

Thomas Jefferys | Sheet 1775; atlas issue 1788 | Rumsey 4723.013 [2]

David Rumsey Map Collection / Stanford University Libraries. Historical charts, not for navigation. RETURN TO CHAPTER >
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The Keys & the northern passage

Enlarged northern detail from Plate I. Original historical lettering retained.

David Rumsey Map Collection / Stanford University Libraries. Historical charts, not for navigation. RETURN TO CHAPTER >
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Florida & the Bahamas

Thomas Jefferys | Sheet 1775; atlas issue 1788 | Rumsey 4723.010 [1]

David Rumsey Map Collection / Stanford University Libraries. Historical charts, not for navigation. RETURN TO CHAPTER >
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Florida coast & the Keys

Enlarged western detail from Plate II. No wreck locations have been added.

David Rumsey Map Collection / Stanford University Libraries. Historical charts, not for navigation. RETURN TO CHAPTER >
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An Atlantic view

Joannes van Keulen | Circa 1680 | Rumsey 12203.017 [3] | North is to the right.

David Rumsey Map Collection / Stanford University Libraries. Historical charts, not for navigation. RETURN TO CHAPTER >



FLORIDA MAN MINT  /  THE EXPANDED MAP ROOM

Read the chart closely

Upper-left detail from Plate III. Original orientation retained; north is to the right.

David Rumsey Map Collection / Stanford University Libraries. Historical charts, not for navigation. RETURN TO CHAPTER >
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